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The Emperor’s Clothing
By Alec Zbornak

A long time ago, China had a very selfish emperor. He had high status and possessed
many natural resources. His imperial palace was the country’s largest and most comfortable
home. He ate the most delicious food and had the best chefs. But of all the high-grade things he
had, his favorite was his clothing, all of which were comfortable and good looking and came in
every color under the sun. Every day, he put a lot of thought and energy into dressing up. Not
only that, but his clothes were very special; all of them had dragons on them, some big, some
scary, some beautiful.

Because all of the citizens respected their emperor, after they saw his dragon clothing,
they also started to wear dragon clothing. The emperor was very selfish; and when he saw the
citizens wear dragon clothing, he was angry, because he didn’t want other people to look like
him. Thus, he declared, that other than him, no one else was allowed to wear dragon clothing.

But he forgot that dragons bring luck. After he prohibited people from wearing dragon
clothing, his country became unfortunate and impoverished. Disasters came one after another.
People started to be unable to buy food, clothing, homes, and more; furthermore, they started
to complain about the emperor’s policy.

This made the emperor very anxious. One evening, a dragon suddenly appeared in front
of him and said to him, “Emperor! Right now, your country’s problems are many, and all of
them are because you don’t let your citizens wear dragon clothing.”

The emperor responded, “I know, but they should regard me and my clothing with
respect. If they wear the same clothing as |, | can’t express my status.”

The dragon told the emperor the following: “l understand your problem, but if you want
your country to be okay, and also want to prohibit your commoners from wearing dragon
clothing, then you must share your wealth with the commoners. This is the only way to avoid
catastrophe.”

The emperor received the dragon’s proposal, and, furthermore, opened the treasury to
aid the disaster-stricken commoners. From then on, the country was very lucky!



